
 

The Association has 2 reports 
that each member with regis-
tered sheep should return. The 
reason for the two reports is to 
keep track of the effective 
breeding population of Black 
Welsh in North America and 
track all lambs born and where 
the sheep are. Our goal is to 
minimize the paperwork re-
quired while still providing all 
the necessary data for popula-
tion studies, maintaining the 
flock book of registered sheep 
and that will also cover all cur-
rent federal requirements un-
der the mandatory scrapie pro-
gram.  

The aggregate data of number 
of lambs born, number regis-
tered, number slaughtered, 

breeding ewes and rams and so 
on are reported to ALBC 
yearly as an indicator of the 
breed status. These data are 
necessary for accurate counting 
of the breed and for maintain-
ing its status as a rare breed 
listed with the American Live-
stock Breed Conservancy 
(ALBC). 

Our bylaws Article IX Section 
3 require that all sheep must be 
individually identified with at 
least one human readable form 
of ID. If you are using a tattoo 
let me know and that will go in 
the farm tag section. You may 
also use microchips as ID but 
if you do you are still required 
to have some form of human 
readable ID on the animal. We 

Reporting Requirementsñfrom Association Secretary Oogie McGuire 

When I became a proud 
Black Welsh Mountain 
Sheep owner back in 2003, 
my knowledge of the breed 
was minimal.  I thank Tom 
Wyman, who is known to 
all of us, for interesting me 
in the breed and for selling 
me my initial flock and for 
being a huge source of 
knowledge.  However, I did 
seek information from 
other sources as well, one 
being a well-respected vet-
erinarian from Parkton, 
MD.  He inspected my 
sheep operation and sup-

plied me with a yearly 
health program which I feel 
all readers will find benefi-
cial. 
 
January and February: 
Evaluate condition of the 
pasture and the body con-
dition of the ewes.  Their 
body condition scores 
should be 3.  See body con-
dition chart.  Supplement 
pasture with good quality 
grass hay if body condition 
drops below a 3.  Ensure 
adequate intake of minerals 
and salt (a good mixture is 

60% trace mineral loose salt 
to 40% loose dicalcium 
phosphate) fed free choice. 
Make sure there is plenty of 
clean ample supply of water 
available. 
 
March: 
Begin supplemental feeding 
of a 10 to 12% crude 
protein pelleted grain mix-
ture.  Feed 1/3 to 1 
lb/head/day of this con-
centrate.  Adjust amount  
of concentrate according o 
body scores.  Keep 
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strongly urge all breeders to 
double tag their sheep because 
tags do get lost and ripped out 
but our requirement is only for 
at least one form of human 
readable ID on all purebred 
sheep. 

Our two reports are the yearly 
census and the lambing report.  
I will discuss each one indi-
vidually. 

Yearly Census 

Each year I send out a list of 
all the sheep that I believe are 
owned by you whether regis-
tered or birth notified. I ask 
that you verify the information 
on the sheep and tell me 

(Continued on page 2) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

The Board appointed Jerry 
Jones as Vice President. He 
then automatically moved 
up to President. They also 
appointed Kendra Jones 
Mabon to the board as a 
member to fulfill Jerry's re-
maining term as Board 
member.  
 
The Association is still in 
search of a VP. 
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whether the sheep is still there 
or not.  

For sheep that are still on your 
farm just document any 
changes in tags for sheep that 
have lost theirs and had new 
ones replaced. If you wish to 
have a replacement registra-
tion certificate that shows the 
new tag nubers the cost is 
$2.00.  

If the sheep has died I need 
the full date (day, month, year) 
that the sheep died and if you 
know it, the cause of death.  

If a sheep has been butchered 
for meat then I need to know 
the exact date it was butchered 
or sold for meat.  

If the sheep has been sold it is 
a federal requirment that they 
all have a federal tamperproof 
scrapie tag. Before I can proc-
ess the transfer I must have 
the exact date (day, month and 
year) in which the sheep was 
sold, the color of the federal 
tag, which ear it is in, the indi-
vidual animal ID number and 
your federal flock ID number. 
I also need the full name and 
address of the buyer. This data 
is required by the federal gov-
ernment for all sheep and goat 
owners as part of the manda-
tory scrapie program. If you 
fill it out properly you can just 
keep a copy of the form and 
that is sufficient for the federal 
program. 

Nearly all census 
forms are missing 
some information, 
either the tag data 
are not correct or 
the dates are miss-
ing or I donõt have 
addresses for all 
buyers.  

 

I try to send out 
census reports in 
December and they 
need to be back to 
me by the end of 

(Continued from page 1) January.  

 

Lamb Report 

 

This can be downloaded from 
the Association web site as an 
Excel Spreadsheet. I can also 
provide hard copies if you do 
not have access to the internet 
to download one. I can accept 
the forms either as paper cop-
ies or as attached spreadsheets 
via e-mail to me at 
info@blackwelsh.org. 

The lamb report documents 
every lamb born in the flock in 
a given year whether it is to be 
registered or not and even the 
born dead animals. You may 
send the report at any time 
once you are finished lambing 
for the year.  

You do not have to decide 
whether to register lambs 
when you send in the report. 
Any lambs you are unsure of I 
will document as òBirth Noti-
fiedó and you can choose to 
register them later. They will 
be listed in your annual census 
and is the usual place people 
document ram lambs that go 
to slaughter in the fall. Obvi-
ously they never need to be 
registered but we still need to 
know about them for the 
population studies. Sheep sold 
direct to slaughter and under 
18 months do not need Fed-
eral scrapie tags but our regis-
try still requires ID on those 

animals.  

The following data are re-
quired on every lamb: 

Sire name and registration 
number  

Dam name and registration 
number  

Date of birth  Must be com-
plete including day, month and 
year. 

Type of birth (twin, single or 
triplet)  

Sex  

Ear tag or tattoo or microchip 
numbers 

Tags must include which ear 
the tag is in, the color of the 
tag and the individual animal 
number. If you are using offi-
cial federal free tags as the ID 
I put that data in the federal 
tag section of the registration. 
If you double tag I need the 
data for both the federal tag 
and your personal farm tag. If 
you only use a farm tag thatõs 
fine too. The form has col-
umns to report the location 
(which ear) and color of all 
tags.  

If you are not the owner of the 
dam at time of mating then I 
need a statement from the 
owner who will be listed as the 
official breeder of the lamb. If 
you are not the owner of the 
sire at the time of mating I 
need a statement from the 
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